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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

In April 2017 Archaeology South-East (a division of the Centre for Applied Archaeology,
UCL) carried out a historic building assessment of Bake’s Cottage, 3 Blake’s Road,
Felpham, Arun, West Sussex, PO22 7EB (NGR: 495079 99656; Fig. 1). The work was
carried out in order to assess the building’s origins, historic development and
significance, in order to inform the process of altering the property.

2.0

SCOPE & METHODOLOGY

2.1

The purpose of this historic building assessment is to give a summarised overview of the
date and sequence of construction of the building. Further research, particularly that
undertaken during subsequent building works, is likely to refine and extend the
understanding of the building and potentially necessitate re-assessment of its
significance. It should be noted that it is intended to provide a starting point to inform
preliminary discussions regarding the alteration and management of the structure. It is
not intended as a detailed survey.

2.2

Unless noted to the contrary, the assessment involves a visual inspection of the
building’s fabric, both internally and externally, including any accessible roof voids.

2.3

Plans and elevations of the structure were provided by the client. These have been
reproduced as figures within the report (Figs. 2 & 6-8). A phased block plan has been
produced to supplement the text (Fig. 9), this is based on pre-existing floor plans. The
drawings are intended for illustrative use only and should not be scaled from. For further
illustration, a selection of the digital photographs of the building has been reproduced as
plates within the report.

2.4

The site was visited by Hannah Green and Amy Williamson on 10th April 2017 in order
to carry out the survey.

3.0

SITE LOCATION

3.1

Felpham is situated to the east of Bognor Regis in West Sussex (Fig. 1). The site
comprises a linear range, aligned essentially east – west, with its principal elevation
facing south towards its garden (Fig. 2). Blake’s Road bounds the site to the west. The
original dwelling has been substantially extended on its east side by a late 20th century
addition. The building is bound to the north by a flint boundary wall. Surrounding
residential properties flank the site to the north and south.

4.0

STATUTORY DESIGNATIONS
Listed Buildings

4.1

Blake’s Cottage was listed Grade II* on 22nd July 1949 (National Heritage List for
England, list entry number 1353792; Appendix 1). The description in the list entry
describes it as an altered dwelling of 17th century date. The description is purely for the
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purpose of recognition and is normally, therefore, primarily based on external
appearance; it must not be treated as a comprehensive schedule of those elements
which are legally protected as, no matter what the grade, the legislative cover not only
relates to both the interior and exterior, but also extends to any building within the
curtilage which predates the 1st July 1948.
4.2

A roadside garden wall with archway, connects to Blake’s Cottage on the west side. This
wall was listed Grade II on 23rd July 1998 (National Heritage List for England, list entry
number 1375729; Appendix 2). The description in the list entry ascribes the wall an 18th
or 19th century date.

5.0

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND MAP EVIDENCE

5.1

The cottage dates to the 18th or possibly late 17th century. It was inhabited by William
Blake (poet, artist and visionary 1757-1827) and his wife Catherine, between 1800 and
1803 (http://www.blakesociety.org). During this time William Blake produced some of his
more notable works (see Section 7.0), including his ‘Milton: A Poem in Two Books’
(http://www.blakecottage.org). This poem is accompanied by a number of illustrations by
Blake himself, one of which is a depiction of the cottage (Fig. 3). A number of other early
illustrations and photographs of the building exist. One particular photograph, dated c.
1900, is included as Figure 4.

5.2

The Ordnance Survey map of 1876 (Fig. 3) depicts the cottage and a small detached
outbuilding to the north side of a rectangular shaped plot, to the west of Blake’s Road.
The east – west aligned plot appears to conform to the existing arrangement. The main
range of the cottage is shown, with a narrower adjoining range in the location of the
existing modern extension to the east. The north elevation of the building is seen to form
the northern boundary of the site, which is shown extending beyond it to either side.

5.3

The building remains relatively consistent on the Ordnance Survey maps of 1898 and
1912 (not reproduced), except for the loss of the small outbuilding by 1912. The
Ordnance Survey map dated 1932 (not reproduced) shows the cottage unchanged.
By the completion of the Ordnance Survey map of 1969 (not reproduced), the cottage
had been substantially extended by the addition of a large linear range to its east side.
The structure follows the same east – west alignment as the cottage and appears flush
with the exiting north and south elevations. Two additional structures accompany the
large extension to the north and east. These comprise a north – south aligned garage
(north) and outbuilding (east). The garage remains in situ, although the outbuilding has
been demolished and the area paved. By this date, a rear passage had been created to
the immediate north of the cottage/original boundary wall, providing access to the garage
and east end of the garden.

5.4
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6.0

DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING AND ITS DEVELOPMENT
Overview of the cottage (Figs. 6 – 9)

6.1

Phase 1 – 18th or late 17th century
The structure originated as a modest two storey main range with continuous outshut at
the rear (north) (Plate 1). Based on the materials and the general techniques employed
in its construction, this building can be dated to the 18th, or possibly late 17th century
(Phase 1).

6.2

The external walls are constructed in coursed flint cobbles, with some sandstone
included on the rear elevation, and orange-red brick quoining to the corners and door
and window apertures. The mortar joints are galleted with chips of flint on the principal
elevation. The roof is thatched and continues on a catslide over the rear outshut. Where
they survive, the internal partition walls are of primary-braced studwork, the components
of which are predominantly nailed in place, with minimal evidence of traditional jointing
and pegging.

6.3

It had two main rooms on both the ground and first floor levels either side of the main
entrance which is situated centrally on the south elevation. The outshut would have
housed service functions and is likely to have been partitioned from the rooms of the
main range, however any evidence for this has either been lost to later alterations, or is
now obscured by later material.

6.4

The original staircase would have lain at the centre of the main range, between the
principal rooms. The present staircase is of 20th century date and rises from the rear
outshut toward the front of the building where there is a small landing served by two
doorways to the main rooms on either side. The profile of an earlier, steeper stair is
preserved within the plaster of the partition walls on either side of the existing stair (Plate
2), although this too does not appear to have been the original stair on account of a sill
beam preserved within the under-stair area which contains redundant mortices for a stud
partition which would have rendered the stair unusable. To the immediate south of this,
within the eastern ground floor room, there is a gap within the studwork (Plate 3) (now
filled by a later stud), which almost certainly marks the location of the original stair
access. The form of the original stair must therefore have been that of a relatively steep
flight, with winders at its base. Within the opposite partition wall, a similar doorway, albeit
with a lower head (Plate 4), presumably served as an original under-stairs cupboard.
Both doorways would have been rendered obsolete by the subsequent modifications of
the stair to form a straight flight.

6.5

The identification of the original ground floor room functions is somewhat hampered by
later modifications which have either modified or completely removed the evidence for
the form of the original fireplaces. Interestingly, it seems that the western end of the
building was extended by a little over one metre at a relatively early stage (Phase 1a).
This is reflected by differences in the walling, notably lacking the galleting within the
extended section to the south elevation (Plate 5) and the retention of the original brick
quoining on the corresponding north side (Plate 6). Features within the building appear
to corroborate this. These include a girder within the western ground floor room (Plate 7)
which appears to preserve the line of the original end wall, while at first floor level the
wall plate within the rear wall has been extended at this point (Plate 8). It is noticeable
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also that the brace within the rear wall at this level is offset to the east. The westwards
extension of the building means that the evidence for the form of the original
chimneystack is now lost. It is possible however that its position may be preserved within
the floor/ceiling joists and perhaps also beneath the tiled floor at ground floor level.
6.6

The fireplace to the eastern ground floor room has been modified in the 20th century,
although it seems that a once larger fireplace existed in this location, as evidenced by
the short lengths of joisting within the chimney area (Plate 9). This suggests that the
eastern room originally served as the kitchen, while the western room probably served
as a sitting parlour. The outshut, which would have been open to the roof-space would
have housed a service room/rooms. The first floor would have comprised two bed
chambers.

6.7

The building seems to have originally been lit by simple casement windows as the two
which survive, albeit modified, within the outshut (Plate 10). This correlates with the
windows shown in the illustration by Blake (Fig. 4) which seems to show paired windows
to all the main rooms except the western ground floor room which is shown with a single
light. Breaks within the south wall (Plate 11) also indicate the location of former openings
which have since been infilled, the scale and location of these are also consistent with
those shown on the illustration.

6.8

Blake’s representation of the cottage also shows a single storey structure adjoining the
eastern end of the main range. This is likely to have been a later addition, although
nothing of it now survives.
Phase 2 – 19th century (by 1876)

6.9

During Phase 2 the single-storey structure adjoining the eastern end of the building, as
seen in Blake’s illustration (Fig. 4), was replaced by a larger two-storey extension with
gabled roof terminal to the rear. This provided a new kitchen at ground floor level and an
additional bed chamber above. This would have allowed both ground floor rooms within
the Phase 1 range to be utilised as reception rooms. Although the first floor rooms are
interconnected by a doorway to the south side of the chimneystack, the first floor rooms
was also served by a tight, steep winder stair which allowed it to be accessed
independently.

6.10

This phase also witnessed the construction of an adjoining single-storey structure, which
is subsumed, at least in part, within the modern extension to the east (Phase 2a). The
south and east walls are obscured by modern finishes (Plate 12), and limited intrusive
investigation has revealed what appears to be relatively modern brickwork behind.
However, the plan form appears to preserve the footprint of the building shown on the
Ordnance Survey map of 1876, and as such it is possible that 19th century fabric survives
in parts. The fabric of the north wall remains visible externally; here, both the two-storey
extension, and the single-storey structure are seen to utilise within their construction a
pre-existing boundary wall constructed of coursed flint cobbles (Plate 13). Above this,
the remainder of the wall is constructed in split flints which form a more haphazard
arrangement than that below, with brick dressings as elsewhere. With the exception of a
few modern-looking collars, none of the roof structure was visible for inspection
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6.11

Historic images available online show that at around this date there was also a thatched
veranda of sorts extending the length of the south (front) elevation (Fig. 5). This has since
been removed, although a neat band of knapped flint (Plate 14) represents where the
building was made good following its removal.
Phase 3 – 20th century (alterations and additions)

6.12

In the 20th century the building was subjected to various modifications which have been
grouped here into a single broad phase, although probably more accurately represent
several discrete phases of piecemeal alteration. The most significant of these was the
installation of a bathroom at first floor level within the Phase 2 extension, and the
substantial single-storey eastern extension shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1969
(Plate 15). Other alterations include, but are not confined to, the modification of the
ground floor fireplaces within the Phase 1 main range, the remodelling of the stair (for
the second time), alterations to some of the windows, in particular those at ground floor
level, and the installation of an additional entrance doorway within the west end of the
building. It was also during this phase of works that the north – south aligned garage was
constructed a short distance to the north of the building and a rear passage created
between the original northern boundary.

7.0

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

7.1

The building is considered to be of greatest significant in terms of is historical and
communal value through its association with the poet, artist and visionary, William Blake
(1757 – 1827). William Blake was born at Broad Street, Soho, in 1757. As a boy he
attended Henry Pars’ drawing school near the Strand, and was later apprenticed to the
engraver James Basire, for whom, among other projects, Blake made drawings and
engravings of the monuments of Westminster Abbey. He continued to work as an
engraver throughout his life alongside his prophetic books and paintings. Blake married
Catherine Boucher in 1782. He predominantly lived in London throughout his life but
resided at the cottage in Felpham between 1800 – 1803, after having been introduced
to the village by his friend William Hayley (www.blakesociety.org). Blake lived in nine
houses during his lifetime, only two of which survive – the house at 17 South Molton
Street, London and the cottage in Felpham (www.blakesociety.org). It is apparent that
the cottage and its environs were instrumental in his creative works. The cottage is where
Blake wrote ‘Milton: A Poem in Two Books’. The poem contains the poet’s famous words
about ‘England’s green and pleasant land’, today known as the anthem ‘Jerusaleum’,
which were inspired by Blake’s pleasure of the Felpham countryside
(www.blakesociety.org). It was also in Felpham that Blake had an altercation with a
drunken soldier, John Scofield, who was trespassing in his garden. This led to Blake’s
trial for sedition because of Schofield’s allegation that he had cursed the king. Although
only resident in the village for a relatively short period of time, it is recognised that Blake’s
time in Felpham marked the beginning of the most important period in his creative life
(www.blakecottage.org). The local association with the poet is omnipresent within the
village, evidenced both in the naming of Blake’s Road, a memorial window in St Mary’s
church and a memorial plaque mounted near The Fox Inn which marks his altercation
with John Scofield.
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7.2

The building itself is also of significance in its own right, as an example of a modest 18th
or possibly late 17th century dwelling built of materials which are characteristic of the local
vernacular.

7.3

The 19th century (Phase-2) modifications are considered to be of moderate significance
in that they reflect the historical upgrading of the house, while the Phase-3 alterations
are of negligible significance. It is fortunate that the later alterations to the existing Phase
1 and 2 ranges have been relatively minor, and as such much of the building’s original
form and layout can still be appreciated. The eastern extension has also affected the
ability to interpret the degree of survival of the Phase 2a extension.

7.4

The outward appearance of the Phase 1 and 2 ranges of the building – on account of
their form and construction in materials typical of the local vernacular – is considered to
be aesthetically pleasing. However, the construction materials employed for the Phase
3 extension, together with its scale, has had a negative influence on the building’s
aesthetic value.

7.5

Although many aspects of the building’s form during its various phases of development
are traceable within the visible fabric, there is the potential that future alteration or repair
works, particularly those that involve the stripping or removal of historic or later finishes,
might reveal details of the underlying construction that would increase understanding of
the building and may allow for more detailed interpretation. Any future work which
enables inspection of the presently obscured ceiling joists, tiled floor, and roof structure
towards the western end of the Phase 1 range, might provide further evidence for
ascertaining the nature and location of the original chimneystack at this end. Any work
involving the removal of the internal partition within the east ground floor room and the
central Phase 1 stair, could provide additional support and information about the nature
of the original staircase. Additionally, works which involve the stripping of the Phase 2a
east extension walls and roof, have the potential to confirm the extent to which the 19th
century structure survives behind later finishes.

8.0
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Plate 1: View of the Phase 1 two-storey main range

Plate 2: The profile of an earlier, steeper stair preserved within the plaster of the partition wall
(highlighted black). Also note the timber sill (highlighted red) with redundant stud mortices for an
original internal partition wall, which would have obstructed stair access
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Plate 3: Inserted stud within the east ground floor room which infills the doorway (highlighted)
originally accessing the stair

Plate 4: The opening for a former under-stair cupboard (highlighted) retained within the west
partition wall of the existing stair.
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Plate 5: The western extension as evidenced in the south elevation by the absence of galleting

Plate 6: The western extension as shown in the differences in the north elevation: the brick
quoining marks the original west extent of the Phase 1 range.
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Plate 7: Ceiling girder (highlighted) which marks the original western extent of the Phase 1 range

Plate 8: The western extension as shown at first floor level in the wall plate within the rear wall
which has been extended at this point.
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Plate 9: The modification of the fireplace to the eastern ground floor room, as evidenced by the
short lengths of joisting within the chimney area.

Plate 10: Representative photo of an original Phase 1 casement window within the outshut.
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Plate 11: The detailing within the south wall which indicate the location of former window openings
as shown on Blake’s illustration of the cottage.

Plate 12: Phase 2a east extension which is now subsumed, at least in part, within the modern
extension to the east.
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Plate 13:The fabric of the north wall of both the Phase 2 and Phase 2a extensions, which appear
to utilise a pre-existing boundary wall.

Plate 14: The neat band of knapped flint which represents the location of a former thatched
veranda, as seen on historic photographs of the cottage.
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Plate 15: The substantial Phase 3 single-storey eastern extension as shown on the Ordnance
Survey map of 1969.
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Fig. 5
Photograph of the cottage, c.1900 (post 1876)
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Blake's Cottage, 3 Blake's Road, Felpham
Fig. 6
Existing ground floor plan (1:100)

N

ELEVAT
ION 3

NC

SECTIO

IO
ELEVAT

gutter

N1
gutter

NB
SECTIO

ION 2

ELEVAT

TANK

[8.56]

[8.86]

gutter
ha
t

ch

NA
SECTIO

ELEVAT

0

ION 4

2m

Archaeology South-East
Project Ref: 170342
Report Ref: 2017201

April 2017
Drawn by: HG

Blake's Cottage, 3 Blake's Road, Felpham
Fig. 7
Existing first floor plan (1:100)
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Historic Building Assessment

Appendix 1: Building List Description
BLAKE'S COTTAGE
List Entry Summary
This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as
amended for its special architectural or historic interest.
Name: BLAKE'S COTTAGE
List entry Number: 1353792
Location
BLAKE'S COTTAGE, BLAKE'S ROAD
The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.
County: West Sussex
District: Arun
District Type: District Authority
Parish: Felpham
Grade: II*
Date first listed: 22-Jul-1949
Legacy System: LBS
UID: 297562
Asset Groupings
This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings are not part of the
official record but are added later for information.
List entry Description
Summary of Building
BLAKE'S ROAD 1. 5401 FELPHAM ------------ Blake's Cottage SZ 9599 18/35 22.7.49. II* 2.
C17, altered. 2 storeys. 3 windows. Now fronted with roughcast, whitewashed. Back and side
walls Bognor stone and flint cobbles and red brick. Thatched roof with pentice behind. Sash
windows on 1st floor, glazing bars missing. Modern windows on ground floor. William Blake
lived here from 1800-1803.
Listing NGR: SZ9508399656
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Appendix 2: Roadside Garden Wall List Description
ROADSIDE GARDEN WALL WITH ARCHWAY LINKING IT TO BLAKES COTTAGE
List Entry Summary
This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as
amended for its special architectural or historic interest.
Name: ROADSIDE GARDEN WALL WITH ARCHWAY LINKING IT TO BLAKES COTTAGE
List entry Number: 1375729
Location
ROADSIDE GARDEN WALL WITH ARCHWAY LINKING IT TO BLAKES COTTAGE, BLAKES
ROAD
The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.
County: West Sussex
District: Arun
District Type: District Authority
Parish: Felpham
Grade: II
Date first listed: 23-Jul-1998
Legacy System: LBS
UID: 469708
Asset Groupings
This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings are not part of the
official record but are added later for information.
List entry Description
SZ 9599 BOGNAR REGIS BLAKES ROAD (east side) 18/10028 Roadside garden wall with
archway linking it to Blake's Cottage GV II Garden wall. C18 or early C19. Coursed flint
cobblestones with orangey-red brick quoins. Approx 1.5. metres high with rounded top. Quoins
at ends and flanking near-central pedestrian entrance. At left end, later flint-cobblestone wall,
rising over round archway, links roadside wall to house. A characteristic flint and brick wall to a
grade II* listed cottage.
Listing NGR: SZ9506699664
Selected Sources
Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details
National Grid Reference: SZ 95066 99664
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